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A number of members of both Houses
availed themselves of this opportunity; they
included such well-known personalities as
Georges Mandel, then Minister of the
Interior, Daladier and Jean Zay, both
former Ministers, and many others. This is
the origin of the famous case of the Massilia
of which so much was heard later, the men
who left by order of the Government of the
day being treated as deserters and rebels.
About this Herriot alone (the President of the
French Chamber) was decent enough to utter
a word of protest before the Assembly,
All this proves that at least the War
Cabinet (which included Marshal Petain)
was at one time determined to leave France
and continue the war.
At a full Cabinet meeting at Bordeaux,
Reynaud laid the plan before his colleagues.
It was then that Marshal Petain, the patriotic
figure-head of the defeatist clique, opened his
mouth and refused to follow the Prinie
Minister. " Je ne marche pas " (I won't go).,
were his words. Reynaud, baffled, put the
question formally. The voting was twelve
for and thirteen against.
Reynaud took his resignation to the Presi-
dent of the Republic. M. Lebrun, however,
would not easily accept it. He suggested